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Upcoming Events 

 Jan. 1 —Happy New Year!! 

 Jan. 2 — Monday, Church 
Office will be closed to 

celebrate the New Year. 

 Jan 3, 10,17,24, 31 —

Tuesdays, Victory Bound 
Recovery for those wanting 
freedom from addictions 
join us at 6:00 PM in the 
church library (by the 
offices)  For more 
information, contact Pastor 

Paul at 715-234-8313. 

 Jan. 6-8 —Friday—Sunday, 
Maranatha Youth will 
attend Forest Lakes District 

Conference in Green Bay, 

WI.  

 Jan. 8—Sunday worship 
services will include 
testimonies and music from 

Minnesota Teen Challenge. 

 Jan. 9—MONDAY NIGHT 
PRAYER in the church 
library (by the offices) at 

6:30 PM 

 Jan. 10 —Tuesday, Evening 
of Equipping at the 
Gathering Place, 6:30-8:30 
PM.  RSVP to Carmen in the 

church office at 715-234-
8313 or 
carmen@maranathafree.com 

 Jan. 21 & 22 —Sanctity of 
Life awareness at our 
worship services on 

Saturday and Sunday. 

 

January 

The pastoral search team and the elders of Maranatha are blessed to 
announce that Tony Nord has accepted the call to become Pastor to 
Children and Youth.  We thank God that He made it clear to us that 
Tony will be a wonderful fit for our Church family and that he has the gifts, talents 
and passion to help us fulfill the vision God has given us to “Reach All Generations 
for Christ”.  Tony’s call is to develop and oversee ministries to nursery through 
college age. 

 

We look forward to introducing Tony to you at our upcoming weekend services, 
January 14-15.  Pray for Tony, his wife Michelle, and their two children Laraya (3 ½) 
and Javen (15 months), as they transition from Skokie, Illinois to Rice Lake. 

 

I want to publically thank the pastoral search team that I was privileged to work 
with these past 6 months.  The members of our team were Jane Farm, Jim Holmes, 
Bill McClain and Stacey Wenzel.  It was a very special experience for me to work 
with such fine people.  Take the opportunity to thank them for their great work on 
behalf of Maranatha. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dan

I am looking forward to joining the 
pastoral team at Maranatha EFC as Pastor 
to Children and Youth.  I am excited for the 
opportunity to encourage and equip the 
many believers who are serving the Lord 
through the various ministries at 
Maranatha for children and young people 
in the church and in the community.  The 

more I have learned about what God is doing in 
your congregation and in the Barron County area, 
the more excited I am to serve alongside you in 

reaching all generations for Christ.  Our family looks forward to making Maranatha 
our new home, sharing life together with you and getting to know many of you at a 
deeper level as we journey together toward a deeper relationship with our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Looking forward to serving at Maranatha, 
Toni Nord 

Tony & Michelle Nord with 3 1/2 year-

old daughter Laraya and 15 month-old 

Javen (rhymes with Raven).   



The District of Ashley Down 

 In 1832, two young men, Henry Craik and George Müller, began a pastoral ministry in 
Bristol, England.  A few years later, George approached Henry to discuss a vision for ministry. In 1834, George had 
founded The Scripture Knowledge Institute for Home and Abroad.  The Institute promoted schools for teaching Bible, 
missions, Bible and literature distribution and the boarding, clothing, and Scriptural education of orphans who had 
lost both parents through death. George wanted to develop the ministry to orphans. 

 George said: “It is not primarily to provide for the physical and spiritual needs of the destitute waifs. Though 
this is a great need, it is secondary. The main purpose is to show to others that God is alive, a "Father of the 
fatherless,...and He is as able to answer prayer today as ever before. . . . God will be glorified."   The primary reason 
for the orphanage ministry was not to care for the orphans, laudable as that goal would be!  It was “that God may be 
glorified, should He be pleased to furnish me with the means, in its being seen that it is not a vain thing to trust in 
Him; and that thus the faith of His children may be strengthened.” 

Henry encouraged him to proceed.  George immediately began to pray. Several volunteers and gifts of goods 
and money were available within days.  Encouraged they set a date for registering orphans.  None showed up. 
George had presumed that if the orphanage was there the orphans would be also.   Only 3,600 orphans were 
accommodated in all of England at this time. Twice as many orphans were in prison. Fifty years later English 
orphanages were caring for over 100,000 orphans.  The need was there. Provision for an orphanage was provided. 
But George had no orphans!  George had prayed for the provision of goods and helping hands—but not for the 
children.  Now he prayed for the children. And the next day the first child was registered. Soon, George and his wife, 
Mary, were caring for 17 orphan girls in their own home supported by God’s response to prayer.   

By the end of 1837, George and Mary were caring for 81 orphans with nine assistants.  George began building 
five orphan houses to accommodate 2,050 orphans in the Bristol district of Ashley Down in the 1840’s. The cost was 
£115,000 or about $330 million of our dollars today.  During his lifetime George received in answer to prayer about 
£1.5 million—$4.3 billion current dollars—for the care of over 10,000 orphans.    

When his wife Mary lay dying, George did not have a clear promise from the Lord that her earthly life would 
be spared. He wrote:  “If it is really good for me, my darling wife will be raised up again; sick as she is. God will restore 
her again. But if she is not restored again, then it would not be a good thing for me. And so my heart was at rest. I 
was satisfied with God. And all this springs, as I have often said before, from taking God at his word, believing what he 
says.” George had faith that God would do what He has promised. George’s faith in God’s certain promises of good 
for His people remained strong even though he lost his beloved Mary.  (Romans 8:28-39) George took the Lord at His 
word in the orphanage ministry. (Matthew 6:25-34)  There are many remarkable answers to prayer in George 
Müller’s life. But his supreme passion was “that God may be glorified . . . and . . . the faith of His children may be 
strengthened.” He longed that all would know that God was trustworthy.  Whether it was the feeding and housing of 
orphans or the life or death of Mary in 1870, George took “God at his word, believing what he says.”   

Many people fear the unknown future.  God keeps His promises and His grace in the lives of people of faith—
and in our own lives, also—is the evidence. These are the certainties of the past. Faith is where the past meets the 
future, where the known meets the unknown.  We may not have an Ashley Down in our future—but we might. 
George Müller read the Scripture through from beginning to end some 200 times. He knew God’s promises, believed 
them, and confidently faced the unknown future taking God at His word.  “You will keep in perfect peace him whose 
mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the rock 
eternal.” (Isaiah 26:3-4, NIV)  Our faith is where the certainty of God’s promises fulfilled in our known past meets the 
uncertain future of 2012  

      By Lawrence D. Anderson 

(The following online resources are available without cost regarding George Müller’s life and work.  A. T. Pierson’s biography of George Müller:  

http://www.biblebelievers.com/george_muller/;  John Piper’s message, “George Mueller’s Strategy for Showing God:  

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/biographies/george-muellers-strategy-for-showing-god; and several of Müller’s writings: 

http://www.dustandashes.com/. ) 

http://www.biblebelievers.com/george_muller/
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/biographies/george-muellers-strategy-for-showing-god
http://www.dustandashes.com/


Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marv Oftedahl, Marilyn Longseth, Sonna Phillips, Stan 
Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Pat Swanson, Pat Young, 
Richard & Violet Fossum, Lois Northey, Brett & Melissa 
Oftedahl’s twins, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul 
Green’s step-brother Tom, Jeanne Stricklen’s brother Tom, 
Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,  Al Davidson’s 
mother Pearl, Fran Reich’s children, Pavick’s son 
Jeremiah, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Joan Neidermire’s 
dad Roland, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce & nephew 
AJ, Keven Jensen’s cousin Rob, Patti Gibbons’ brother 
Chuck Jones,  Steve Gibbons’ brother Mike, Vicky Heldt’s 
friend Brenda Espeseth, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo, 
McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece 
Leanna, Rich Robinson’s cousin Stephanie,  Yvonne 
Hansen’s friend Sue, Elise Master’s friends Ashley & Katie, 
Fenton’s friend Jerry,  Mary Potter’s sister Dorothy and 
friend Steve, & Carol Montgomery’s brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn is serving in Afghanistan. Steve Blihovde’s 
son Grant is also serving in Afghanistan. Al & Kathy 
Sigurdsen’s son Jesse is serving in Kuwait. Don & Esther 
Swan’s grandson Dustin Hyland is at sea serving in the 
Navy.  

“But God 
has surely 
listened 

and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Praises:  The birth of Kate Virginia to parents Jay & 
Ginny Proffitt on December 7th.  Grandparents Dan 
& Carol Kubista celebrate the birth of grandson 
Dustin Daniel Millard.  Gerry & Lorie Ehmke 
celebrate the healthy delivery of grandson William 
Alister Arnold.  The children and adults who came 
together to make our Christmas worship 
celebrations a success this year.   

 Over 40 youth and leaders will be attending 
the Forest Lakes District  Youth Conference in 
Green Bay, WI, Friday-Sunday, January 6-8th.  
Please keep these leaders and young people in 
prayer for the Lord’s loving impact on their lives.   

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Victory Bound Recovery 

 Victory Bound Recovery is an exciting 

new ministry that is starting up at Maranatha 

on Tuesday’s starting January 3
rd

 at 6:00 in 

the evening.  The meetings will be held in the 

church Library and will run until 7:15. Our 

ministry leaders will be Deb Lyrek and Bonita 

Basty who both have years of victory in their 

recoveries. 

 Victory Bound Recovery is a Christ-

centered program helping people find healing 

from life's hurts, hang-ups and habits. Victory 

Bound Recovery provides a safe place for 

individuals to begin their journey toward 

freedom and  wholeness. Participants share their experience, strength and hope with one 

another, and find healing as they work through the Christ-centered principles of this program.    

 Maybe you have a behavior that is controlling your life and need encouragement from 

others to help you stop, Maybe you know someone else who needs help. Contact Pastor Paul if 

you have questions 715-234-8313 or better yet attend a Tuesday night meeting and allow God 

to take you on a journey of healing as you walk the path together.  

Ephesians 3:20-21(NLT)  
20

 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at 

work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 
21

 Glory to him 

in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen. 

  

Love God,  Love Others, 

Pastor Paul 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glory_to_God


Back in Time…  Back to the Manger 



 With the help of a time 

machine and imagination, we 

were able to travel with our 

children as they saw the 

timeless truth celebrated in the 

birth of Jesus Christ. No matter 

the time or the circumstances, 

God has sent His son to meet 

the needs of all people. Jesus is 

our greatest gift.  

Pictures courtesy of  our tech team. 



Maranatha Monday Night Prayer, January 9th at 6:30 PM in the church library.  We are a church “powered by Prayer” which is also one 
of our core values.  Please join us for prayer on Monday,  January 9th at 6:30 PM in the church library (by the Offices). 

 

Women’s Retreat—Last Opportunity to sign up for Tickets—Ladies, January 8th is the Deadline to contact Cindy McClain (715-236-2706 
or cmricelake@aol.com)  to reserve your ticket to the conference featuring Kay Arthur and John Piper, April 13-14th,  in 
Moundview, Minnesota.  Cost is $80/woman.  Don’t miss out on this fantastic weekend! 

 

Awakening  Services the Soul Garage at 10:30 AM.  Additional Parking is available in the parking lot at Thomas Precision Engineering, 
just north of the soul Garage.  The Awakening Service will be cancelled Sundays December 18th, 25th and January 1st.  Please join 
us at one of the services in the church sanctuary. 

Forest Lakes District Youth Conference—January 6-8th, Friday through Sunday.  Please pray for the youth and leaders who are 
attending our District youth conference in Green Bay, WI.  Pray for the Lord’s long-lasting and loving impact on the lives of our 
youth. 

AWANA (kids’ bible club) meets on Wednesday Nights, At 6:30 PM in the Ministry Center.  Children age 4—6th Grade are encouraged to 
join us for Bible learning, games and snacks.   

Trek (Jr. High) and Journey (Sr. High)  Meet Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM in the soul Garage.  
 

Weight training and healthy eating—Jen Wegner is looking for more women who want to keep their new year’s resolutions to 
get healthy and stay fit.  Come and join us for fitness, food and fun!! All ages of women & girls can join us on Tuesday evenings 
from 6:00-7:00 PM at Maranatha (fellowship hall or Gathering Place). Cost is $10/month.  Bring a mat or towel, set of small 
weights, and a full water bottle.  This is a fitness class which includes recipe ideas, taste testing, fitness tips to help you in your 
specific area of need, and fitness class to rev up your body.  Can fitness be fun?  Yes—join us and see! 

 

Children’s Hide & Seek Sunday School —Children Ages 2 years-8th Grade are invited to come to the ministry Center Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 –11:30 AM  for crafts, songs, games, and Bible stories.  Parents, We want to provide a safe environment for your 
children & you help us personally By Dropping off and picking up your children at the Ministry Center.  Thank You!   

 

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 
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Evangelical  Free 
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